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ROAD SAFETY — MOBILE PHONES 
Statement by Minister for Road Safety 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Road Safety) [2.04 pm]: Thank you, Mr Speaker. I recognise 
you and all former Olympians, and, even more importantly, all those who hope to go to the very next Olympics. 
I hope they are successful. 
The SPEAKER: Thank you, minister. 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Earlier this year, the McGowan government moved to reduce death and serious injuries 
on WA roads caused by distracted driving by announcing tough new penalties for illegal phone use. These reforms 
have now been drafted and will commence from 1 September 2020. A new aggravated mobile phone use offence 
will apply to drivers using mobile phone functions that involve a higher level of driver distraction, such as texting, 
emailing, watching videos, using social media or accessing the internet. These drivers will face a new higher 
penalty of a $1 000 infringement and four demerit points—of course, eight demerit points during double demerit 
periods. This reflects the deliberate and more dangerous risk-taking behaviour and is similar to the approach taken 
in the Australian Capital Territory and New South Wales. Other illegal mobile phone use will result in three demerit 
points and an increased fine of $500. 
During the drafting period, the opportunity was taken to clarify the safe and appropriate use of technology by 
rideshare drivers who use their mobile phones as a dispatch system. On-demand transport drivers will be permitted 
to touch their phone to accept or decline a job, but only if it is safe to do so and it is mounted in a cradle. However, 
they will not be able to accept or decline jobs by touching their mobile phones if they are travelling in a school zone 
during the school zone activated period; on a freeway; on a road with a speed limit of 80 kilometres an hour or more; 
or in a SLOMO—slow down, move over—situation, when a vehicle must slow down to 40 kilometres an hour to 
pass an emergency response vehicle with lights activated, parked on the side of the road. Presently, rideshare drivers 
can accept new jobs by touching the phone only if they are safely parked. The amendments will place rideshare 
drivers on a similar footing to taxidrivers when booking transactions, and reflect regulations in the ACT. 
Driving or riding while distracted has deadly consequences. In 2019, 31 people died on WA roads in a crash when 
inattention, including mobile phone use, was a factor. In the past five years more than 77 000 drivers have been 
caught by police using their mobile phone while driving. An education campaign to inform the community about 
these changes will commence well in advance of the new penalties taking effect. Texting, emailing, FaceTiming 
or watching videos while driving is incredibly dangerous. I urge all drivers to drive to the conditions and give the 
road their full attention. 
The SPEAKER: I give the call to the Minister for Fisheries, with a good mention he is giving here. 
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